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Thematic Concepts in Black Jack
Introduction
Manga refers to a form of Japanese literature specialized in comics or graphic novels. They are created in Japan and in the Japanese language, which adapts to a style created in the country in the 19th century (Ban and Tezuka 91). The term manga is used to refer to cartoons, animation, and comics. A variety of audiences reads the literature and it does not specify who should be consuming it. The genre includes adventure, business, comedy, detective, romance, action, sports, fantasy, and science fiction among others. Well established manga is animated to emphasize the message. An example of the Japanese manga is Black Jack by Kuro Hazama, popularly known as Osamu Tezuka. It is one of Tezuka’s medical dramas. He is also known as Black Jack giving rise to this manga. He is a surgeon popular among gangsters and other minorities in society who have no other place to seek help. With the help of his friend Pinoko, who is also his adoptive daughter, patients stream his clinic to seek medical attention. Among his accomplishments, Black Jack is known for fingerprint transplants, worm removal from his intestines, blind operating, and brain transplants. Tezuka’s wishes and experiences cultivate the themes portrayed in the manga. Some of the experiences are what he perceived about Japanese medicine including the corruption levels, doctors wanting to be worshipped, and the general loyalty to the chain of command. The paper will highlight some of the significant themes in the manga, such as corruption, love and infatuation, and ethics, as portrayed in Japanese society.
Thematic Concepts in Black Jack
Corruption 
That is a theme that is widely described by the manga. Black Jack charges extraordinarily for his treatments. It worries most of his patients because they do not expect that. He is the last option among many patients because they come to him after all trials have failed in other hospitals. That exposes how Japan, as a country, is faced by some rogue professionals who extort cash from dire citizens who require help. They do not care whether someone is in great need of help at that time. Tezuka tried to bring out the issue of emotional and financial harassment with the character he gave Black Jack (MacWilliams 42). The character thrives with mean and cruel character, an aspect that adds to the success of the literature. However, to the unknowing characters, the money he asks for is given out to charity later though unsuspecting people think that he hoards it, leading to robbery. The society also has been portrayed to believe otherwise for instance, how robbers attack Black Jack asking for the money he charges his patients. That depicts society's way of thinking that when an individual like Black Jack charges high fees for the treatment he owns the money for personal gains. That is because such acts happen in society. In Japan, for instance, professionals extort a lot of cash in their positions from innocent citizens and do not give it out to charity. They, therefore, build themselves and their empires leaving out the poor citizens to suffer.

The Rule of Hierarchy in the Medical Profession
The theme depicts the importance of obeying superiors at the workplace and the bureaucracy associated with the medical field. A senior clinician’s say must be respected, failure to which serious action is taken. Black Jack did not recognize the orders of his superiors who wanted him not to operate on his lover who had ovarian cancer. They claimed that her condition was not as severe as to deserve surgery. He, however, defied their orders and went ahead to operate on her to save her life. That led him to lose his medical license thus working without it nevertheless. The superiors did not see the intensity of the problem the lady was having or instead, they brushed off its severity (Anderson et al., 510). Japanese society carries such types of professionals. The extended hierarchy that someone needs to go through before receiving the necessary treatment is what leads to most deaths. That is because one has to wait for orders from the one above him to carry out the required treatment on a patient. Cases of patients suffering or losing lives unattended is due to such kind of delay in orders. If Black Jack could have waited any longer, maybe the lady would have lost her life. It cost him his medical license to carry out what he saw as necessary at that time; however, a life was saved. After being exiled from the medical association, he still operates without the license and is over the bar of adhering to restrictions subjected to medical professionals.

Breach of Medical Ethics 
In the field of medicine, one has to abide by a set of rules. One has to decide whether to study human or animal medicine, and the two should not go together. Black Jack is known for treating human beings who have severe and terminal diseases. However, he is seen operating on animals too which is a controversial nature. That is something he learned before he finished medical school. He practiced on dead meat and also on live fish upon which he ate them after completion of the surgeries. He operates on a deer, a gorilla, a dolphin, and a poodle among other animals in the course of his life. A human doctor should not be seen operating on animals. Black Jack is super ordinary with his many skills. He is what can be termed as a jack of trades in medicine. Usually, that would make the eligible patients fear being treated with such a doctor. He might operate on a human being the way he does with an animal. The level of ethics broken here is beyond regular understanding (Phillipps 90). Yet in society, there exist medics who carry out different businesses while still dealing with human health. There exist many shady deals in medical facilities and among medical professionals in Japan and the world. This manga portrays the way of life of people in the country. They are subjected to various conditions, but they have no option but to persevere because of their needs. They even need doctors who treat both human beings and animals alike the famous Black Jack.

Love and Infatuation
The theme of love is evident in different scenes of the anime. Back Jack finds love in Maiko Okamoto, who is a medical intern while they were still in medical school. He also gets love and affair suggestions from Pinoko who is small-bodied and daydreams of the kind of love they would be having with Black Jack. She is her adoptive daughter but portrays her interest in an intimate relationship with him. The only woman Black Jack falls in love with is Megumi Kisaragi in chapter 6 of volume 1.  They met after graduation and while practicing as an intern. She, unfortunately, has ovarian cancer and is operated on by Black Jack. She is the cause of him losing his medical license out of love. However, after the operation, her ovaries are removed, and she starts a new life as a man named Kei. Besides, more people express their love for Black Jack in his line of duty, among them a cancer patient, a surgeon, doctor and a superstar among others. He brushes off all their advances claiming that he is not fit for marriage. The obsession these individuals have is extraordinary. For instance, one lady doctor wants Black Jack to mimic his graft on her skin so that they be one. But he feels that she is too beautiful to have a graft or mark on her body. Blackjack has a graft on his face with a different pigmentation that was donated by his friend after an accident caused by a landmine in WWII that saw to the death of his mother (Ban and Tezuka 96). All the infatuation and love interests portrayed in the story depict what happens in society. People are ready and free to love despite the odds. They tend to fall in love with the people who save their lives. Patients fall in love or instead create an interest in their doctors, some because of comfort while others feel that their lives solely belong in the hands of their helping medics.

Unlicensed Professionalism 
It is a theme that talks volumes about the many people who are good at their craft without having papers. In this case, Black Jack is a qualified surgeon but operates without a license. He does not seek another permit because of the hypocrisy of the medical world in the country. It takes so much corruption in the medical field for one to acquire their legal documentation to the extent of the medical superiors feeling like they need to be worshiped and revered. He, therefore, decides to operate without one after the medical association canceled it. That is a result of carrying out surgery on his girlfriend, who had ovarian cancer. That was seen as a challenging character to the rules of his seniors in line of duty. Despite him lacking the necessary license to operate, he still carries out his duties as a doctor. The lack of the document makes most patients suspect his legality. However, that has made him popular because of the many lives he has saved. Nevertheless, despite charging extraordinary fees, they still pay to get his services. He works form hospitals, and at home or site for minor surgeries. His lack of license has not deterred hospitals from seeking his expertise, and that speaks volumes on the state of the medical field in Japan (MacWilliams 45). It shows that the hospitals find knowledge from outside even without legal documentation. That would also mean that the country lacks the necessary and essential medical personnel to carry out vital operations. The inadequacy calls for external help the likes of Black Jack who is a renowned expert in the surgery field. His lack of license also shows that there exist several people who make a living by working without having the required documents. The hard economic times cannot allow one to go hungry yet they are skilled. They have to earn a living despite all the odds.
Other Underlying Themes in Black Jack

Black jack further portrays the deficit that japan faces in the medical field. Research shows that only 10% of deaths are examined using autopsy. It means that the country rarely performs autopsies on unnatural deaths. The story beats the status quo by featuring detailed scenes of a stream of surgeries from sex change to interracial skin stitches. Also, the issue of lobotomy that has been banned by most countries is portrayed in the manga. The idea of joining the brain of a mother and child after an accident to try and revive the mother’s consciousness is something beyond human understanding. It was banned because it is a dangerous procedure that should not be performed on the human brain. Black Jack’s mum dies in a landmine accident, and he vows to study medicine to carry out surgeries that would somewhat revive dead brains. Black Jack is mainly a victim of modern society, who is orphaned and self-skilled (Anderson et al., 515). Because of the cruel society, he uses his skills to blackmail the wealthy by charging them exorbitantly. However, those who narrate their story in a better comprehensive manner to doctor Black Jack are treated free of charge or at lower rates. Besides, he charges higher bills to those he understands have more money to use the same cash for charity. Most of his money is also used to conserve the environment. Tezuka used this trait on the main character to show the selfish that health is better than a lot of money.
Conclusion
In a society that is marred by corruption, medical dissatisfaction, hypocrisy, and victimization, Black Jack is a compelling manga. Black Jack is a skilled surgeon who operates without a medical license. The medical association strips him of his powers to practice as a surgeon after he defies their order not to operate on a lady with ovarian cancer. The medical field is also marred by hypocrisy and corruption, in that it needs one to beg for the obvious services. He, therefore, decides to work without a license bringing another theme that is evident in the manga. Individuals operate without required documents like licenses so long as they have the necessary skills. Japan faces many issues such as corruption in the medical field. It also experiences a series of greedy wealthy people, such the land developer in the landmine that saw to the death of Black jack’s mother. The manga series tries to bring out most of these issues faced in the country and the way of life.
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